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Egypt, its Leaders and the and Its Impact on Israel

I. The Rise of Egypt

The rise and early history of Egypt unfold along the fertile banks of the Nile River,
marking the transition from a nomadic existence to settled agricultural
communities around 4000 BC. This period, known as the Predynastic era, witnessed
the emergence of societal complexities, trade networks, and the creation of
sophisticated artifacts. The Nile's annual flooding deposited nutrient-rich silt,

enabling agricultural surplus and the establishment of permanent settlements.

The pivotal moment in early Egyptian history occurred around 3100 BC with the
unification of Upper and Lower Egypt under the rule of King Narmer, often
identified with Menes. The Narmer Palette, a ceremonial artifact, symbolizes this
consolidation of political authority and the onset of the Dynastic period. With the

pharaoh at its helm, Egyptian society adopted a hierarchical structure, wherein the




ruler held both divine and political authority. This social organization formed the
basis for a complex bureaucracy and various classes, including officials, priests,

nobility, and the broader population engaged in agriculture and artisanal pursuits.

Religion permeated all facets of ancient Egyptian life. The polytheistic belief system
centered around a pantheon of gods and goddesses associated with natural
elements, societal aspects, and the afterlife. The pharaoh, as a divine figure, acted
as the intermediary between the people and the gods. This religious framework
influenced daily rituals, funerary practices, and the construction of monumental

structures.

Architecturally, the early Egyptians demonstrated remarkable engineering prowess.
The Step Pyramid of Djoser, constructed by the architect Imhotep during the Third
Dynasty (c. 2667-2648 BC) at Saqqgara, represented a departure from previous
burial practices. It is recognized as the first colossal stone building, foreshadowing

the iconic pyramids of Giza.

The Old Kingdom (c. 2686-2181 BC) marks the zenith of early Egyptian civilization.
Notable for the construction of the Great Pyramid of Giza for Pharaoh Khufu, this
period exemplifies the grandeur and permanence of the pharaonic state. The
architectural achievements of the Old Kingdom, including the pyramids, reflect the

sophistication and technical prowess of ancient Egyptian society.
Il. Significant Egyptian Leaders

Khufu (Cheops)

Khufu, who reigned during the Fourth Dynasty of the Old Kingdom, is best known for
commissioning the construction of the Great Pyramid of Giza, one of the Seven Wonders of
the Ancient World. His reign is estimated to be around 2589-2566 BC. The Great Pyramid

stands as a testament to ancient Egyptian engineering and architectural prowess.

Ramesses Il (Ramesses the Great)



Ramesses I, a pharaoh of the Nineteenth Dynasty, is often regarded as one of Egypt's most
powerful rulers. He reigned for an exceptionally long period, from 1279 to 1213 BC, during
the New Kingdom. Ramesses Il is known for his military campaigns, including the Battle of
Kadesh, and for constructing numerous grand monuments, such as the temples at Abu

Simbel.
Hatshepsut

Hatshepsut, one of the few female pharaohs, ruled during the Eighteenth Dynasty. Her
reign (1479-1458 BCQ) is noted for stability and prosperity. She engaged in extensive trade
and initiated ambitious building projects, including the construction of the Djeser-Djeseru
("Holy of Holies") at Deir el-Bahari. Hatshepsut is often depicted as a skilled and diplomatic

ruler.
Akhenaten

Akhenaten, who reigned during the Eighteenth Dynasty, is renowned for his religious
reforms. He attempted to shift Egypt from its polytheistic tradition to the worship of a
single deity, the Aten (the sun disc). His reign (1353-1336 BC) and the changes introduced
during it had a significant impact on Egyptian art, religion, and society, though his reforms

were later reversed.
Thutmose Il

Thutmose I, often referred to as the "Napoleon of Egypt," was a military strategist who
expanded the Egyptian Empire to its greatest territorial extent. He reigned during the
Eighteenth Dynasty from 1479 to 1425 BC. Thutmose Ill's military campaigns, including the
famous Battle of Megiddo, solidified his reputation as a skilled commander and

administrator.
Ill. Egyptian Leaders in the Biblical Narrative

Several key Egyptian leaders are prominently featured in the Bible, and their interactions
with the people of Israel hold profound significance within the broader biblical narrative.
These leaders played pivotal roles in shaping the destiny of the Israelites, leaving an

indelible mark on the historical and theological landscape.



One of the earliest Egyptian leaders mentioned in the Bible is the Pharaoh of Joseph's
time. In the book of Genesis, Joseph, one of the twelve sons of Jacob, is sold into slavery by
his jealous brothers and ends up in Egypt. Through a series of divinely orchestrated events,
Joseph rises to a position of power in the Egyptian hierarchy, eventually becoming the chief
administrator to Pharaoh. This unnamed Pharaoh not only spared Joseph's life but also
played a crucial role in the preservation of the Israelites during a severe famine. His
favorable disposition towards Joseph allowed the Israelites to settle in Egypt, setting the

stage for their future interactions with the Egyptians.

The narrative then shifts to a different Pharaoh, one who did not know Joseph. This
Pharaoh, often referred to as the Pharaoh of the Oppression, is depicted in the early
chapters of the book of Exodus. Fearing the growing number of Israelites in Egypt, he
subjects them to harsh slavery and orders the killing of Hebrew male infants. It is against
this backdrop that Moses is born and eventually becomes the leader chosen by God to
liberate the Israelites. The Pharaoh's stubborn refusal to release the enslaved people sets
the stage for the dramatic events of the Exodus, including the ten plagues and the

miraculous crossing of the Red Sea.

The identity of the Pharaoh during the Exodus is not explicitly mentioned in the biblical
account, adding an air of mystery to this crucial figure. Nevertheless, this Pharaoh

witnessed the divine interventions that culminated in the liberation of the Israelites. The
crossing of the Red Sea and the subsequent drowning of the pursuing Egyptian army are

emblematic of the divine judgment that shaped the relationship between Egypt and Israel.

During the time of the divided kingdom of Israel and Judah, Pharaoh Necho Il emerges as
a significant Egyptian leader. His mention in 2 Kings 23:29 and 2 Chronicles 35:20-24 is
linked to the tragic fate of King Josiah of Judah. Attempting to oppose Necho's passage
through his territory, Josiah meets his demise in the Battle of Megiddo. This historical event
underscores the intricate geopolitical dynamics of the ancient Near East and the

consequential impact of Egypt on the fate of the Judean kings.

Another notable Egyptian leader mentioned in the biblical narrative is Pharaoh Hophra,
also known as Apries. He is referred to in Jeremiah 44:30, and his reign is associated with

the period when the prophet Jeremiah delivered messages to the Judeans who had sought



refuge in Egypt after the fall of Jerusalem to the Babylonians. Hophra's rule was marked by
political unrest and eventual downfall, reflecting the complexities of power dynamics in the

ancient world.

The biblical account weaves together the stories of these Egyptian leaders, each
contributing to the broader narrative of God's plan for His people. From the days of Joseph
and the Exodus to the later periods of the divided kingdom, these interactions between
Egypt and Israel are integral to understanding the intricate tapestry of biblical history. The
actions and decisions of these Egyptian leaders, influenced by divine providence, shaped
the course of Israelite history and left an enduring impact on the theological reflections of

subsequent generations.
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