ollow Me; and | will make you fishers of men.”

The Epistle the Hebrews
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Hebrews
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‘Different than most NT letters - not addressed (at least not
identified as such) to a person or city; seems to be indicating
it is intended to be a theological treatise; and there is a
pastor's tone of warmth and exhortation throughout’

‘The purpose of Hebrews, which emphasizes the superiority
of Christ over every aspect and hero of Old Testament
religion, is to ensure that the recipients of the letter do not
apostatize from Christianity back to Judaism!

Ranks up there with Romans on a theological foundation for
our faith,

Author of Hebrews writes with the concern of a clear and
present spiritual danger. And we encounter that same danger
in our society today. le., of slipping away from the
preeminence of Christ.
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Hebrews (continued)
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~~~~~

"The general theme of Hebrews is the unqualified supremacy
of God's Son, Jesus Christ; a supremacy that brooks no
challenge, whether from angelic or human beings, even
Moses - Jesus' preeminence is not in dispute’

“The main purpose of the letter is to prevent apostasy and
restore the reader into the mainstream of Christian
fellowship

. HIS communication fulfills what has come prior
2. HIS priesthood is better than Levi's
3. HIS (once for all) sacrifice is superior to those offered under
the Mosaic code
4. The covenant HE has inaugurated is superior to any
covenant that has preceded it

‘Hebrews was potentially a series of homilies that have been
turned into the published form we have'
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Hebrews (continued)
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Target audience, although applicable to all, seems to be
originally to Jewish Christians in Rome.

"The ultimate security of believers is no better represented
than in the Book of Hebrews - Jesus the author and finisher of
our faith”

“The religion of the Jews was recognized by the Romans;
Christianity was not. Therefore, a return to the fold of Judaism
might alleviate the threat of persecution by the state
authorities’

The readers of the Book of Hebrews were probably quite
well acquainted with Christians who had given their life in
martyrdom for their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.
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Hebrews (continued)
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..........

The epistle to the Hebrews greatly enriches New
Testament Christology, especially with respect to Jesus
priestly work, the nature of his sonship, the importance of
the incarnation, and the finality of his sacrifice,

The unique truth of the Melchizedek priesthood is
presented and unfolded in Hebrews.

Because of its extensive use of Old Testament texts (e.g.,
the Septuagint), this epistle enables us to explore the
hermeneutical approaches of first-century Christians so as
to better learn how to read the Old Testament.

They read the OT in light of its fulfillment in Christ. The OT
s a type of case law for the NT. Both are clearly hinged to
each other. Both are to be understood and applied to our
life and to contemporary issues.
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Hebrews (continued)
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We do not know who wrote Hebrews. Its rhetorical
sophistication might indicate Luke.

Some see similarities between the Greek of Hebrews and
the Greek of Luke 7 Acts.

The Greek of Hebrews is more polished than that of Paul,
and the consistent quality of the rhetoric is quite
remarkable.

It is widely agreed that this book has been carefully
constructed (as a doctor might) to present its theological

positions and warnings.

But in the end it was inspired by the Holy Spirit!
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"How shall we escape if we neglect so great a
salvation?" Hebrews 2.3
‘Do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion, In the day

of trial in the wilderness' Hebrews 3:8 (Psalm g5:8 rebellion -
Numbers 14:9 Joshua “do not rebel")

‘For it is impossible for those who were once
enlightened, and have tasted the heavenly gift, and have
become partakers of the Holy Spirit, and have tasted the
good word of God and the powers of the age to come, if
they fall away, to renew them again to repentance”
Hebrews 6.4

‘Of how much worse punishment, do you suppose, will
he be thought worthy who has trampled the Son of God
underfoot?” Hebrews 10:29

‘See that you do not refuse Him who speaks.” Hebrews
12:25
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Outline of Hebrews in Just a Few Words

1. "By His Son’
2. 'Butwe see Jesus’

3. "Do not harden your heart” (see Numbers
14 Psalm 95)

4. "Enter His rest” (see Psalm 95)
5. "Order of Melchizedek" (see Psalm 110)

6. "On to perfection”
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Outline of Hebrews in Just a Few Words

7. "Abetter hope' see Jeremiah
3131-34)

8. "A better covenant’ see Jeremiah
31:31-34)

9. "His own blood" (see Jeremiah
31:31-34)

10. “Establish the second’ see
Jeremiah 31:31-34)
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Outline of Hebrews in Just a Few Words

11. ' By faith” (see Habakkuk 2:1-4)
12.  'Looking unto Jesus’

13.  "Heart be established by
grace’



#
#
#
#

HEBREWS 1 By His Son

1 God, who at various times and in various ways spoke
in time past to the fathers by the prophets, 2 has in

these last days spoken to us by His Son, whom He
has appointed heir of all things, through whom also
He made the worlds;

8 But to the Son He says: “Your throne, O God, Is
forever and ever; A scepter of righteousness is the
scepter of Your kingdom.
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HEBREWS 2 But we see Jesus

6 But one testified in a certain place, saying: "What is
man that You are mindful of him, Or the son of man
that You take care of him?

9 But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than
the angels, for the suffering of death crowned with
glory and honor, that He, by the grace of God, might
taste death for everyone,

16 For indeed He does not give aid to angels, but He
does give aid to the seed of Abraham. 17 Therefore, in S
all things He had to be made like His brethren, that He «-3“ .
might be a merciful and faithful High Priest in things =T
pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of S
the people.
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HEBREWS 3 Do not harden your heart

3 For this One has been counted worthy of more glory
than Moses, inasmuch as He who built the house has
more honor than the house.

7' Therefore, as the Holy Spirit says: Today, if you will
hear His voice, 8 Do not harden your hearts as in the
rebellion, In the day of trial in the wilderness,

19 SO we see that they could not enter in because of
unbelief.
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HEBREWS 4 Enter His rest

4 Therefore, since a promise remains of entering His rest,
let us fear lest any of you seem to have come short of it. 2
For indeed the gospel was preached to us as well as to
them; but the word which they heard did not profit them,
not being mixed with faith in those who heard it.
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9 There remains therefore a rest for the people of God. 10
ey R a3 For he who has entered His rest has himself also ceased
N e e 2 T Yot from his works as God did from His.
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12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper
than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division
P, Of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a
discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.
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HEBREWS 5 Order of Melchizedek

3 Because of this he is required as for the people, so also for himself, to offer sacrifices for sins.

6 As He also says in another place: "You are a priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek’
(Genesis 14, Psalm 110)

13 For everyone who partakes only of milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness, for he is a
babe. 14 But solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is, those who by reason of use
have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil
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HEBREWS 6 On to perfection

1a Therefore, leaving the discussion of the elementary principles of Christ, let us go on to
perfection,

19 This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast, and which enters the
Presence behind the vell, 20 where the forerunner has entered for us, even Jesus, having become
High Priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek.
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7 For this Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of the Most High God, who met Abraham
returning from the slaughter of the kings and blessed him, 2 to whom also Abraham gave a
tenth part of all, first being translated "king of righteousness,” and then also king of Salem,
meaning ‘king of peace," 3 without father, without mother, without genealogy, having neither
beginning of days nor end of life, but made like the Son of God, remains a priest continually.

HEBREWS 7 A better hope

- 4 Now consider how great this man was, to whom even the patriarch Abraham gave a tenth of
= (he spoils.

11 Therefore, if perfection were through the Levitical priesthood (for under it the people
received the law), what further need was there that another priest should rise according to the =
order of Melchizedek, and not be called according to the order of Aaron?

18 For on the one hand there is an annulling of the former commandment because of its g
weakness and unprofitableness, 19 for the law made nothing perfect; on the other hand, there
is the bringing in of a better hope, through which we draw near to God.

22 By so much more, Jesus has become a surety of a better covenant.

27 Who does not need daily, as those high priests, to offer up sacrifices, first for His own sins
and then for the people’s, for this He did once for all when He offered up Himself.
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‘ HEBREWS 8 A better covenant

8 Now this is the main point of the things we are
saying: We have such a High Priest, who is seated at
the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the
heavens,

: 6 But now He has obtained a more excellent ministry,
e e - - - J - ] - 0 o
ey 3 = s o e inasmuch as He is also Mediator of a better covenant,
. : which was established on better promises.

> Bl 7 For if that first covenant had been faultless, then no
= \\-Zgi:.i::f,“’_,:‘l:—» d place would have been sought for a second.
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i L 13 In that He says, "A new covenant,” He has made
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HEBREWS 9 His own blood

12 Not with the blood of goats and calves, but with His own blood He entered
the Most Holy Place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption. 13 For if
the blood of bulls and goats and the ashes of a heifer, sprinkling the unclean,
j sanctifies for the purifying of the flesh, 14 how much more shall the blood of
Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God,
cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living God? 15 And for

E= this reason He is the Mediator of the new covenant, by means of death, for the

redemption of the transgressions under the first covenant, that those who are
called may receive the promise of the eternal inheritance.

16 For where there is a testament, there must also of necessity be the death of
the testator. 17 For a testament is in force after men are dead, since it has no
power at all while the testator lives.

27 And as it Is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment, 28 so &
Christ was offered once to bear the sins of many. To those who eagerly wait for
Him He will appear a second time, apart from sin, for salvation.
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But God demonstrates His own
love toward us, in that while we
were still sinners, Christ died for
us. Much more then, having
now been justified by His blood,
we shall be saved from wrath
through Him. Romans 5:8-9




HEBREWS 10 Establish the second
3 But in those sacrifices there is a reminder of sins every year.

. _' sl O Then He said, "‘Behold, | have come to do Your will, O God." He takes away the first that He may establish the
SRS second.

Eeeals 12 But this Man, after He had offered one sacrifice for sins forever, sat down at the right hand of God,

W 17 [Then He adds, "Their sins and their lawless deeds | will remember no more!

@ 20 Of how much worse punishment, do you suppose, will he be thought worthy who has trampled the Son of
God underfoot, counted the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified a common thing, and insulted the
Spirit of grace?

37 "For yet a little while, And He who is coming will come and will not tarry.
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HEBREWS 11 By faith

1 Now faith Is the substance
of things hoped for, the
evidence of things not seen,
2 For by it the elders
obtained a good testimony.
3 By faith we understand e e T -
8 that the worlds were framed 2o
by the word of God, 5o that S R e e 3
the things which are seen s R
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HEBREWS 12 Looking unto Jesus

12 Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside
every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race
that is set before us, 2 looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that

E Wwas set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand
of the throne of God.

7 If you endure chastening, God deals with you as with sons; for what son is there whom a father
does not chasten?

15 Looking carefully lest anyone fall short of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness
springing up cause trouble, and by this many become defiled;
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HEBREWS 13 Heart be established by grace
8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever

9 Do not be carried about with various and strange doctrines. For it is good that the heart be
g established by grace, not with foods which have not profited those who have been occupied
with them.

20 Now may the God of peace who brought up our Lord Jesus from the dead, that great
Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, 21 make you complete in
every good work to do His will, working in you what is well pleasing in His sight, through Jesus
Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen,
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1. What lessons and/or passagel(s) from Hebrews resonated with you? Why?
2. Which of the "warnings” do you think apply to the Church today? To your life?
3. How would you explain the importance of Melchizedek's priesthood to someone?

4.  How are you ‘running the race™

SO What &

Now \What?
v




